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that the army corps of the Duke of Ragusa has adhered to the Act of Abdication as proclaimed by the Senate!J> He exhibited to them the declaration of adherence, signed by all the generals and superior officers of the 5th corps. From that moment all was at an end. The Emperor declared that everything had been unalterably settled.
Such was the answer conveyed to Napoleon. On receiving it he was more deeply afflicted at finding himself abandoned by the men whom he had created than by the loss of his Crown. The Duke of Bassano assured me that the Emperor never appeared to him so truly great as at that moment. Throughout the whole day his conversation turned on subjects of the most gloomy kind, and he dwelt much on suicide. He spoke so frequently on this subject that Marchand, his first valet de chambre, and Constant were struck with it. They consulted together, and both with common consent removed from the Emperor's chamber an Arabian poniard and the balls from his pistol case. *
The Duke of Bassano had also remarked this continued allusion to suicide, notwithstanding his efforts to divert Napoleon's thoughts from it. The Duke spoke to Marchand, after he had taken leave of the Emperor previous to retiring to rest, and he expressed himself satisfied with the precautions which had been taken.
The Duke had been in bed some time, when he was awoke by Constant, who came to him pale and trembling. <(M. le Due,* he exclaimed, "come immediately to the Emperor! His Majesty has been taken very ill!w The Duke of Bassano immediately hurried to the bedside of the Emperor, whom he found pale and cold as a marble statue. He had taken poison!
When Napoleon departed for his second campaign in Russia, Corvisart gave him some poison of so subtle a nature that in a few minutes, even in a few seconds, it would produce death. This poison was the same as that treated of by Cabanis, and consisted of the prussic acid
* Marchand, as is well known, accompanied Napoleon to the Isle of Elba, and subsequently to Saint Helena. Constant, who imagined that he haft been ill treated by the Emperor, quitted his service at Fontaine-bleau, after having received 50,000 francs from the funds of his royal master to repair his house. was so illEmperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
